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where; but that the primary reason for the action
he was taking was to obtain revenue. With a view,
however of avoiding, as far as possible, the penal-
ization of any section of the trade, he ultimately
made the concession of granting a rebate from the
new duty of If d. in the Ib. on all " stripped " tobacco
which had been either deposited in bond, or which
was in an importing vessel bound for the United
Kingdom, before the 20th April.

Lengthy debates also took place on many other
topics, notably on the alleged inadequacy of the
sinking fund and on the coal tax, a renewed attempt
being made to reduce this tax from Is. to Id. On
these two questions the speeches were only an echo
of what had been heard in recent years, but so pro-
tracted did the discussions become that it was not
until the 28th July that the Bill passed its third
reading.

The delay in sending the Bill to the Lords, which
ensued from the exceptionally full discussions in the
Commons, created a curious situation. To avoid any
irregularity in the collection of taxes, which the
budget resolutions had only authorised until the
1st August, it was considered imperative that the
Royal assent should be obtained to the measure by
that date. As it was not until Friday, the 29th
July, that it came up for consideration in the Lords,
there was certainly much point on the vigorous
protests that were made against the attempt of the
Government to compel the Upper House to pass the
measure through all its stages in the course of a few
hours. " We all know," said Lord Spencer, " that
we in this House cannot amend a Money Bill, but we